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Start with the full decision
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A credit pull is one part of a lending decision. This guide helps you understand which report may be

reviewed, what to verify with the issuer, and whether a new account fits your budget.

Use this guide in three steps

• Review your current reports and your reason for borrowing.

• Confirm the product, inquiry process, eligibility, and costs with the issuer.

• Record the decision and check the resulting inquiry or new account.

No chart can guarantee which bureau, score model, credit limit, or approval result an issuer will use.

Practices can vary by product, location, and application channel.

About the reference charts

The appendix preserves the bank and credit union observations from the supplied guide. Its underlying

data is undated and unverified, includes legacy names, and may be outdated. Treat it as historical

research material, not a current lender policy list.
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Know what is being checked
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Term What it means

Credit report The underlying account and payment information held by a reporting company.

Credit score A number calculated from report data using a particular scoring model.

Hard inquiry A report review typically connected to an application. It can affect your score.

Soft inquiry A review such as your own credit check or certain account reviews. It does not affect
your score.

Prequalification An initial eligibility check. Read the disclosure to learn whether it uses a soft inquiry
and when a hard inquiry may occur.

CLI Credit limit increase. Ask whether your specific request requires a hard inquiry.

An issuer may use one report or more than one. Your monitoring score may differ from the score

used in its decision.
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Your application readiness check
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• I have a clear use for this account and understand the repayment obligation.

• I reviewed each available credit report and investigated unfamiliar entries.

• My application will use accurate identity, income, housing, and employment information.

• I compared the annual fee, interest rate, promotional end date, and transfer or cash-advance fees.

• I checked membership, geography, and other eligibility restrictions.

• I can fit the payment into my monthly cash flow.

• I understand the inquiry disclosure before submitting the application.

If you were recently declined

Read the adverse action notice and address the stated reasons before submitting more applications. A

different bureau does not necessarily change the underlying issue.

Borrowing capacity is not the same as spending capacity. Choose the payment you can sustain

before choosing the limit you want.
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Ask the issuer before applying
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Use the official issuer website or a verified contact number. A representative may not disclose the bureau

or scoring model; record an unknown rather than guessing.

Question Record the answer

Which exact card or product am I discussing?

Is this a prequalification check or a full application?

Will this step create a hard inquiry?

Could more than one bureau be reviewed?

Does a credit limit request have a different process?

What fees, eligibility rules, and repayment terms apply?

Where can I save the written disclosures?

Date checked: __________________ Source or representative: __________________
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Compare two options
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Complete this before choosing an application. Use the current written terms for each product.

Decision factor Option A Option B

Issuer and exact product

Purpose of the account

Annual fee and other fees

APR and promotional end date

Membership or eligibility rules

Inquiry disclosure

Affordable monthly payment

Reason to proceed or wait

Prequalification is not final approval. Recheck the application disclosure at the point where you

submit or accept an offer.
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How to read the historical charts

Ownly ONCE  |  Educational resource  |  Results are not guaranteed 7

The state grids record bureau observations attributed by the source guide to MyFICO users. The

score-model grids use the shorthand below. Neither chart establishes a current agreement or policy of a

bank.

Mark or label Interpretation in the original guide

EX / EQ / TU Experian / Equifax / TransUnion

F8 / F9 FICO Score 8 / FICO Score 9 shorthand

Check mark Reported as a recurring pattern in the original observations; not a guarantee.

Exclamation mark Reported variation or uncertainty.

Empty cell No usable observation recorded; not evidence that a bureau will never be used.

Preserved entries may contain ambiguous abbreviations, misspellings, legacy bank names, and

incomplete context. Do not infer a state or current issuer from an unclear label. Verify the exact product

directly.

Historical appendix follows. Underlying observation dates are not supplied; do not use these charts

alone to choose where to apply.
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Historical pull observations 1
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Undated historical observations from the supplied guide. Confirm current practices with the issuer.

GRID #1 - WHICH REPORT IS
PULLED BASED ON YOUR
STATE (reporting from
MyFICO users)
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UNDATED SOURCE REFERENCE

Historical pull observations 2
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Undated historical observations from the supplied guide. Confirm current practices with the issuer.
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UNDATED SOURCE REFERENCE

Historical pull observations 3
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Undated historical observations from the supplied guide. Confirm current practices with the issuer.
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Historical pull observations 4
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Undated historical observations from the supplied guide. Confirm current practices with the issuer.

CREDIT READINESS KIT   /   VOLUME 01

https://itsownlymoney.com


OWNLY ONCE itsownlymoney.com

UNDATED SOURCE REFERENCE

Historical pull observations 5
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Undated historical observations from the supplied guide. Confirm current practices with the issuer.
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UNDATED SOURCE REFERENCE

Historical pull observations 6
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Undated historical observations from the supplied guide. Confirm current practices with the issuer.
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UNDATED SOURCE REFERENCE

Historical pull observations 7
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Undated historical observations from the supplied guide. Confirm current practices with the issuer.
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After the application
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• Save the decision, application confirmation, and disclosure.

• Check your reports for the issuer name, inquiry date, and any new account.

• If an inquiry is unfamiliar, investigate the company name and the application first. A different reporting

name does not necessarily mean fraud.

• If you identify an error or identity theft, use the appropriate reporting company or identity theft process.

• If approved, set payment reminders and review the first statement.

• If declined, use the stated reasons to decide your next action.

Application date and product

Decision and follow-up required

Payment setup or reason to wait
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Sources and next steps
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Reference links checked September 14, 2026. Use the official resources below for current instructions and

details.

CFPB | When a card issuer can review your report
Open resource

Chase | Understanding card prequalification
Open resource

AnnualCreditReport.com | Official report access
Open resource

FTC | Identity theft recovery
Open resource

Put your next move on the calendar

Visit itsownlymoney.com to explore Ownly ONCE financial readiness coaching and complete the

assessment. Bring your goals and a list of questions; keep sensitive report documents in a secure

channel.

Explore Ownly ONCE and start your assessment

admin@ownly1nce.com | 941-277-9876
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